Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0549 Hindi as a Second Language November 2023
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing

Key messages

e In order to access full marks, it is important for candidates to read the questions and stimulus material
carefully and complete all the instructions given with the question.

e  The rubric of the question should be adhered to. It includes the word limit put on the question. The
length of a ‘note’ should not be the same as an extended piece of continuous writing. A summary should
extract the main points of a text excluding the detailed descriptions within it.

e Candidates should know how to respond to ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions separately, answering only one of
them will not give them access to full marks.

e Candidates should use the mark allocation written in brackets at the end of each question as a guide.
The mark allocation indicates the number of relevant points that need to be made in an answer. In some
questions the number of responses required is stated in the question. Responding to them appropriately
will secure full marks.

e  Some questions require answers in a single word/phrase (Questions 1 — 6) and others need to be
answered in complete sentences (Questions 3 — 5). Candidates should avoid repeating the information
given in the question.

o Candidates are not penalised for awkward spelling, but the answers cannot be ambiguous. Spelling
errors are tolerated only if the meaning is clear.

e In some questions (Questions 3 — 5) Language marks are allocated separately. In order to access
language marks, appropriate use of vocabulary, punctuation, paragraphing and register are essential.

General comments

Candidates are generally well prepared for the Reading and Writing examination. They are able to engage
with the topics. Their responses mostly show their understanding of the text. Some of the weaker candidates
struggled to provide precise responses to the questions and copied from the text. Correct grammatical
structures and spelling errors compromise the quality of responses.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1

Questions 1 -6

Questions 1 — 5 were answered mostly correctly.

Question 6 was found to be challenging by some candidates. Only the strongest candidates had both
correct answers.
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Exercise 2

Questions 7 - 15

In this exercise, the candidates read a passage to find the information and select the correct option. Most of
the candidates did well in this section, only some tried to look for the key words in the text without reading
around them carefully enough to find the right answer.

Exercise 3

Questions 16 — 19

Notes under given headings need to be short bullet points which will be summarised in the next exercise.
Most points were mentioned by stronger candidates, weaker candidates could not include relevant
information under all headings. Some of the information was repeated.

Exercise 4

Questions 20 — 22

Question 20

Candidates need to adhere to the word limit prescribed in the rubric and avoid repeating the same point.
Stronger candidates generally used their own language to good effect.

Question 21

All three bullet points were addressed and the rubric was followed by stronger candidates. However, it was
misinterpreted by some candidates. They wrote about facilities available in the shopping centre instead of
offering their suggestions for an ideal shopping centre. Weaknesses in spelling and sentence structure were
apparent in some candidates’ use of their own language. Weakness in writing grammatically structured
sentences and correct spellings impacted on the Language marks which are awarded separately in the last
three questions.

Question 22

Stronger candidates engaged well with the stimulus and discussed various aspects related to it. Word limits
need to be adhered to in order to access all available marks.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02_English
Paper 2

Key messages

In order to do well in this examination, candidates should:

o Write their answers as clearly as possible so that the meaning can be understood.
e Take care to include all the relevant details in their answers to the questions in Exercise 3.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed quite well in this examination and the full range of ability was observed. Most
candidates attempted all the questions in the paper.

For this component, credit is given for communication of the correct information. Answers are not assessed

for accuracy of spelling and grammar. However, if language errors change the meaning or the meaning is
unclear, the answer cannot be given credit.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1

Questions 1 -6

The majority of candidates performed reasonably well on this exercise. Questions 1 — 6 require short
answers, and most candidates fared well. There were variations in the spelling of some words. Some of the
words are part of basic vocabulary and candidates are expected to be able to spell them correctly. Marks
were awarded if the misspelled word did not change the meaning, but not for answers where it changed the
meaning such as, for example, instead of ‘arth shaastra’ the candidate wrote ‘art shstra’.

Question 1

This was mostly answered correctly.

Question 2

There were many variations of the word 'Mali’. Marks were awarded if the misspelled word did not change
the meaning.

Most of the candidates answered correctly, despite some variations in its spelling.
Question 3

Most of the candidates achieved the mark in this question.

Question 4

This was accessible to the majority of candidates.

BB Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education ©2023




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0549 Hindi as a Second Language November 2023
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers
Question 5
Many candidates answered this question incorrectly and lost the mark.

Question 6

Lots of candidates answered correctly. Some candidates instead of ‘artha shastra’ wrote ‘art shastr’ which
changed the meaning.

Question 7

(i) — (viii) Candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word. There was

a variation of answers in this section but most candidates picked up the words from the audio well and
answered the question properly and scored the marks. As in the previous section, accuracy of spelling was a
major issue. There were too many variations in the spelling of words.

Questions 8 — 15

These questions were intended to be more challenging. Attention to detail and the use of precise vocabulary
were both required. Some still offered one or two-word answers with insufficient detail which led to marks
being lost.

Question: 8

Most of the candidates were able to answer this question but weaker candidates were not able to answer the
question correctly.

Question: 9

The maijority of the candidates answered well in this section but still some candidates answered in the plural
and lost the mark.

Question 10

Some candidates answered with ‘his heart is broken’ or ‘cried’ instead of ‘becoming firm’.

Question 11

This was answered correctly by most of the candidates.

Question 12 and 13

Most candidates were able to answer this correctly.

Question 14

Many candidates wrote various answers to this question which were incorrect.

Many candidates achieved a mark in this section successfully.

Question 15

This was the most challenging and many tried to answer but did not fit grammatically.

Questions 16 — 23

These were multiple choice questions. Candidates needed to select the correct answer out of three choices.
Most candidates managed to score marks. Some candidates ticked and crossed in more than one box and

lost marks.

There were very few candidates who did not attempt the questions.
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Summary

Candidates should listen to the recording very carefully and develop techniques and strategies to enable
them to identify and select appropriate details for their answers. There is a need to work on emerging Hindi
vocabulary to access some questions and also to focus on sounds and letters, paying particular attention to
similar-sounding letters. Teachers should also try dictation activities with their candidates regularly in class.
Candidates should gain as much practice as possible at listening exercises or news in class and attempt
past papers under timed conditions. All this would certainly help to raise the overall standard.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02
Paper 2
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03
Speaking

Key messages

The Test is comprised of three parts.

Part 1: Candidates give a 2—3-minute presentation on a topic chosen from the list of topics prescribed in the
Syllabus. Candidates may prepare a single cue card, containing a maximum of five headings and some
illustrative material to bring into the examination room. Any additional written support or script for their
presentation is not allowed.

Part 2: Candidates have 3—4-minute discussion with the examiner about the Presentation to further assess
their knowledge and understanding of their prepared topic in an interactive manner.

Part 3: Candidates engage in a 3—4 minute conversation with the examiner about at least two general topics

from the syllabus (one from areas A-B and one from areas C-E). Candidates are not given prior information/
choice about the topics.

General comments

Most candidates performed well in the Speaking test in this year's examination. Candidates who did well
were suitably prepared for the three-part examination and followed the guidelines set out above. The topics
for the Presentation were chosen from the cultural and religious aspects of Hindi speaking areas. The
examination protocol was followed by most of the internal examiners. If a large number of candidates appear
from a centre and several internal examiners are engaged in the assessment process, it is important to
ensure consistency of approach by them. Some examiners introduced the candidates, explained the
composition of three-part examination and gave them the opportunity to perform to the best to their ability
without prompting or attempting to complete their sentences for them. This needs to be followed by all the
examiners. The quality of recordings varied. Please ensure the recordings take place in a quiet and private
space without background noises or interruptions.

Comments on specific questions

Part 1: Topic Presentation

The performance varied from excellent to average / below average. Candidates who did well gave an
organised presentation. They covered the topic area comprehensively to make it lively and interesting. They
used topic appropriate vocabulary, simple and some complex grammatical structures to present ideas,
opinions, and facts. Their pronunciation and intonations were good. Some candidates tended to use English
words frequently. This practice needs to be discouraged.

Part 2: Topic Conversation

This part of the Speaking Test is designed to stretch and challenge the candidates on their prepared topic. It
should not be a repetition of the Presentation. Ideally, the questions should be well thought out by teacher-
examiners to achieve this objective. Some of the questions were simply a repetition of the Presentation.

The overall performance was good to very good. Strong candidates responded spontaneously and
thoughtfully. They used a sufficient range of precise vocabulary and errors did not impede communication.
Some weaker candidates were unduly helped by the examiner. The questions were occasionally too long in
the form of a statement which confused some candidates. They are expected to respond without any
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prompting from the examiner, but this was not followed consistently. In future, general knowledge questions
and questions which can be answered by one word (Yes/No) should be avoided in this section.

Part 3: General Conversation

This part of the Speaking test assesses the conversational skills and fluency in Hindi. The guidelines to
choose one topic from areas A to B and another one from C to E need to be followed consistently. General
conversation topics cannot be a repetition of the Presentation. This part of the Speaking Test needs to be
structured carefully in line with the Syllabus. In order to provide the candidates a fair opportunity to show
their true ability to use Hindi in an interactive situation, it is important to resist from prompting or summing up
for them. Questions also need to provide opportunity to use a variety of tenses and some complex sentences
to express ideas and opinions.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03
Speaking

EEr TemvoT gdreT
AET g
qfetr & et amT §

aeT 1 3 AUIRa vt @ IS v fawar g7 Y et gany 2/3 Asfe @1 yegiaeor| gt ol
Hael H 9N WY Th FF FS A S § 340 g M 3R Fo [T 30fe & 3emweor of dad g
g8 JfaRed TEqid & fov $ig [f@d #Ace a1 9@ o= &7 AT 781 gl

AT 2 qQeTdf dr favg Feeaftd SRy @ el el & fav wlies & Ay & dia & favg 4@
FFT 3/4 Aee & areaRe ai==|

9T 3 H qiaTeft &1 gdieTd & @YU FA H FA o AT G W (Th O qreasA & Avg @5 A-
B & duT Us fawy @s C-E @) 3/4 fAste & ardiend| el &1 fawy & qae@en ruar a3« &
HaE FAG QU S =nfgul

HIATY feoqufy

=g gy T gdeT F 3O gdenfiat & geyor e F cor uedd Al foe wdenfdar & sreor
veder fpar, & ie-smer & e & AT 3ugFd 9 F AR A 3R IR FuiRa Renfadet & areer
foram oram| segfaeor & fow faww Redr sl & & Wieptad va anfie dgelst § g A SR
iaRer gderet garT 9dem Hr aaredr &1 aree Farl I e Fg T 99 T F odemef g §
Wﬁmﬁwwmﬁaﬁgﬁﬁmmmmm@h@
ot o Tt @ aftay arn, die-armer i et fr wEer gAs AR 3o 39 ardt # qu
e & faU IR a1 v T {9 30el &THAT & 3TaR Fd9S Tedle el HT HaER AT gHeh
areret @3 Tttt I e gl RepifSer H qporaar e o) Fon gafad X R Raifse
TSR 2N AT FHhEae & 9 v aid 3R AN e @1 A

s
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RAfAse weat @ feouforat

T 1 v gegfa

a9 yegfad & &R 3opse @ A aa/3ied @ &7 T & 9| o qlenf¥iat 3 sreor vede fa,
3eglel HARRYd G &1l 3egia favaaeq & Shdd AR ey s & fov fAega &9 & geqd
fohar| 3eglal faaml, T 3R d2at @ Jedd A & fAv vy 3uged aseraell, @er iR $o Ffee
SATHITOTh TXTATI HT 3TN FhaT| 3oTehT ITIROT ey F| F& el TR-IR 34 ereel 1 g
@ A FEHR gAlcATed el N TR gl

T 2: vy aratemT

HNOT GUET 1 Ig 9T G &Y 3ofeh IR fawg R faedR 3R gl & & fav Bomser fvar
T ¥ g v gRgfa A TRIgRY A @ TIRT. 3ed §9 @, 9 3T F 9T B & A

TRIefeR-aieterl SaRT e WX e oRE A fauR f&har Ser wifgv] $o woa fawg seqia & eRigh
EIERU ]

Fel fAeRT yedier 3rest/ g 30T ATl I3 qlenfiat & Tgorar @ IR AI-gHSER Jde U 3egie
gAced #ATH 7 T sardel T ST AT IR AT F FUR 7 a1 AL 35| TleTh Gghr Fo
HAGR GAETIIAT & I FErIcm & TS| qaaa:afr-mfrm#mﬁamagﬁaiame}ﬁw
Fo qledl #fAd g S A1 37 qlers & e fhe Fgraar & 3av 3 v 39eT A Sl B, Afh
SHHT AR TTeleT 61 fhaT a7r7| HfasT #H, 38 AT F AT AT & 9T 3 & et foever
3T U s (B/=T8T) H AT ST Tl §, ¥ F9=T AT

HTT 3: GIAT diddid

THTYOT qeTT T g AT By F Sraha ierer 31K 9arg &7 3ol aar &1 T & & d T vy 31k
& @ $ ah quu vy g & Rt &1 oenar arele R Sier @) e arahd & favg
TETIoOT &l GoRTgRT 16T &1 Hehcl| HATVOT GIET & H HET I UIGThA & I]6T HGUHIah e
FA I HGIHAT g1 3FHIGART I HagicAs FAfd # Sy &1 3uART i 1 3790 areafas stAdr
fe@= &1 3/Rd e Yo Fe & AT, 39E MR A QW A A1 ey S @ ST Hgeaqyn Bl
wRal @l faaRT AR I @l FeFd e & AT Affes #rer 3R $o dRese arerdl w1 39T a¥a @
39T eTeT ala T ot 3raeTehar ¥l
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